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were starting to prosper became
avid buyers of these objects. The
hope was that by owning these
items, merchants could climb
the social ladder - even if they
were lliterate.

Just as these objects tella
story of upper-class
preoccupations in China’s Ming
and Qing ties, this is also
the case in the Debutantes
section of the exhibition which
displays abouit 450 vanity cases.
There is also a collection of
minaudigres that belonged to
women from Europe.

In this section, Fung focused
on items dating from the 1890s
to the 1960s. Displayed in
chronological order, the clutches
chart the role of women in
society from a cultural and
anthropological viewoint.
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